When the once-modest Dodge
shattered all U.S, closed car rec-
ords at Bonneville, it foretold

an all-out sales assault on other
malces in the low-medium bracket
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ODGE is a serfous contender for more

than irs: usual share of sales in the
medium-price held for 1956, Competitive
enticipation keynores this car from geille
o "flight-sweep™ rear fins, In between,
items such a5 increased power, pushbutton
shifting, record player, and en abundance
of power assists have been incorporated ta
credre o packapge of “that's for me'’ salés
appeal which will be hard to resisc,

Test car: Costom Roval Lancer V8 2-door
hardeop with powerpack ( 230-hp) engine.
Equipment included PowerFlite transmis-
sion; dial exhavsts; power-assisted stece-
g, brakes, windows, and front sear; ra-
dio; heater and safery bels. Rear-axle o
%54 with 760 x 15 mbeless rires.

Engine: Dodge's bid for pecformance lau-
rels this yexr is based opon 2 revised 230.
horsepower  “Super-Powered  Super Red
Ram' V& with a 3.63-inch bofé and a
3.80-inch stroke (highest powsred of 3
available ¥8 engines), This engine boasts
315 cobic inches working onder a com-
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pression ratio of 8.0 to 1, represencing 2n
increase of 43 cubit inches over lase vear's
hemispherical combastion chamber model
with dual rocker arms (giving 183 hp).

Other options: In kegping with the gen-
eral trend, Dodpe offers o full complement
of optional equipment. In addition w the
usual array of power assises, music lovers
will find the tnew record plaver another
reason why motoring 15 America’s prearest
pastinie, [pto one hour of thoroly mixed
music is featured on each side of the 6
records furnished wich the uni. Aic con-
ditioning, seatbelts, windshield washers
and the like make this "optional ar excra
cost” isT dscexren as you-owant ie Salery
doorlatches, rene-door satery lock and safe-
ty rim wheels are standard cquipment.
Aside From PowerPlie, either 3-spead
or overdrive transmission can be had in
pny: Dodge model, 6 or VB, These trans-
missions should be desirable when an écon-
omy package (such as the Dodge 6 with
overdrive) 15 under considerstion. How-
gyer, don't creat them oo rooghly if cou-

pled with the rop engine, as they are an
old design and slow of gate, Power brake
and steering oprions shoull ke considered
only in the light of your either being will-
ing o pay for extreme driving convenience
or planning for an ¢conomic situation ae
trade-in time. The cars without these op-
rions are adeguarely easy to handle,

WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE
TO DRIVE

Exit and entryv: You'll have no rrooble
getting in or our of this car. Body dimen-
sions are the same s lase year, feaniring
wide-zngle door hinges, plenty of head-
reomt and kneeroom from doorsill 1o wind-
shield corneepost, and a stecring wheel thar
15 high enough o slide under easily,

Driving position: This can best be de-
scribed as comformable for most people.
Power seat will operare up, down, forward
and backward but has no lr arrangement.
Seatback is positioned rather erecely, and
a slight feeling of top-heaviness may wor-
ry deiver uneil several hours. have been




