spent behind the wheel, Shoulder- and wl-
b powem is usually BENCITUS, while steer-
ing wheel placement-allows quick and casy

mancuvering n traine. Seat padding 1% on

¢ but not uncomiorable, Instru-

ment grouping is good and readable. Glove

firm
compariment (on far mght side ) 18 small.
Visiong Vision is good for a hardiop (usu-

ally 2 inches lower than o sedan ) despie
sume distortion in upper corners of sharp-

Iy curved windshield. Cornerposts are rel-
atively thick but produce no
Gently sl

lonws 3

nng hood

view of road winle borh frone femfe

st visible over mather high cowl

window affords ample as mn fr

BEW £

a tall person will have 1o slump slightly
below  roofline
view mitror. Side or fender marrors dre o

1) sk when using rear

necessry accessory for rhi.‘i car

on of controls: Undoubredly oh

Cipe

mast publicized item on the 56 Dodge s
its mew pushburton shift control § stan

with PowerFlite ). Located on CXEnson

of instraoment panel 1o left ol the wheel
pghe) and our of the way
al youngsters are 4 pushbunons, armnged
0 48 [0 |_'|.|-,r. 'l faor NEUTRAL at the Lo,
R tor REVERSE to che lefr, I for DRIVE o
the right and L for LOW oo the bottom
Selection is merely & matter af pashing the
desired button. A hvdraulic interlock will
automunically place the rransmission 1o

{ photo abowve

| should the dover inadvertently se-

et R when the car s moving forwarnd
from the selector

o the transmission B -sccomplished by

sbove 10 mph Conmol

weans of a single cable and wnes of hin-
ers. Linit being purely mechanical, miin-
enance should be ara mimimum

Our west crew found pushbutan driving
a weltome addition o comfborr with one

exception? it had oo positive selection Jock

Fos cxample, i D was ||'|I|:_|_.'.'|.|_ 1T Wik

remain in i3 depressed position (and

ing that it was engaged ) until another pos

mive sclectian wis made, Unfortunat

however, if we touched (b didn't really
push ) any of the other 5 buttons, the co-
guged bomon would pop out, Jeaving the
transmission in the previously selected gear
and us with absolutely o visual means of
knowmg what gear the car was actoally in.
From experience, we found it was far wo
eisy o inadvertently touch another button
while selecring a gear and have all burttons
in the “out” position with the car actoally
We are happy (and
oo, if our early criticisme of ths

played a part) o report that a
the actvator  pline

has ended
all Chrysler products bualt
A lig
ficatng what gear 15 engaged
at pr
ene the lighe shines thru all burons, with
no differentiation,

mg thru

would also be a welcome change 5-

Dash controls are easy 1o reach and
Huater

Perinrm

fresh-nir
functions

defrosrer and

||JI ir Iq‘l!\il:ﬂl_d

EEfeE e

Nones

with efficiency amd  relative  guietness.
Windshield wipcrs arc l.'|1.'L(:IL'i.I||:-' opcr-
ated and dio an ¢ fleCnve |t:!'- cxoept tor cen-
ter and side arcas of the curved windshield

i photo ar left above )

Ense of handling: Dodge has retained ity
“fullime,” coaxial-type power stoering
with 1ts 3% wrns from lock o lock (5
furns on mechanical type ). This, conpled
with power assists in practically all ocher
departments; makes for roday’s most nearly
efformless drving used 1o

Unless vou'r

power Mecring, you have a

o over-<contral poing int

L TLirn

! ‘l:-ll.. IT 18 Qqukk 0o ncsp

and with a little practice shoold create no

particular  doving  problems. Crosswinds
won't gve vou any trouble. In the cioy, this
vir comes close 1w being the ulnmate in
driving case,

Brake and accelerator are positioned for

ick and ecasy foor movement, the brake

al t"lnlj; wiide enough (8 inches | for
ch-foor braking. Pedal on non-PowerFlito
withous

ped  cars, with or

powes

birakes, 18 the srandard cowl-hung unit In-
troduced last vesr

Aceeleration: The 230 brake hotsepower
clamed for this year's next-to-fop ¢nginec
shows g marked improvement in all-arotad

pecformance. You will especially like m-
provement in the passing ranges of A0-50
and 50-80 mph (where it should be), as
much os 4.4 seconds bave been lopped off
last year's best timie.

OFf course, performance drops off down

thru the ranges of the many engine options
The 218:-hp

[ same as the “Soper-Powered, et

available Super Red Ram

Ll Cf

cXCept Ior a el carburctor ) should
give adequate -performance bue will oot
necessarily be more economicel. The next
aption, the [89:horse "Red Ram)” seems
like o poor bargain, considering the small
eattn cost of the punchicr models. The -
cylinder 141-horsepower  “Getaway™  en-
iine is strictly for the cconomy minded

phatos by Jim Ledge

{ when coupled o overdrive | bue abwious-
ly must work prenty hard 1o kecp up with
prosent-day trafhic. I long-stroke disign,
tho troublefree, has a shorter life expetct-
ancy than the V8s

PowerFlite transmission 15 smooth and

thruoowt  full driving  range:

VO fe wiashing yvodr nme o [ry wied det-

OS Ponsive

think it when selecring shifting points.
Puring our full-throcle accelesation rans,
autamarie shibt o DRIVE range occurned
at approximaiely G000 rpm, By manually
Imim LW pear )
imto DRIVE ot op w0 A0 rpm over this
hnft poine, we o

60 pnme by only 0.4 s

shifting (imtermmneadbar

1ld  better our
ol The

technique over the quaner-mile course fe

normal &

SAITHE

duced our ume by only 0.3 second, o sav-
ing hardly worth the efforr,

Braking: This year, Dodpee 19 featuring a
new power broke design. on PowerBlie
couipped  cars, Incorporating @ cowl-
movated bellows maintained st atmospher

it pressure | photo mext page ). Uipon brake

application, engine vaouum collapses the
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