ror attractive and the overall constnige-
thon tight enough o elimimnane sdes and
sijuenks, although he commented than
reel nodse seemed high.

Clymer liked the car's riding quali-
tHes, wdding that it showed “consider-
able roll when sharp comers are taken a
high speed. However, there s a fecling
of sufety in operating the car and fust
rouicl speeds can be maintained mile alver
mithe.” That's somewhat at variince with
what the owners feli. as they placed hun-
ling at the twop of the lise
cdent wrote that “hundling s excellem
Power steering is very procise,,” while
another observed thar the Doddge was =i
pood woman's car, Easy 1o handle and
easily parked.” CThat comiment probabily
wtileln'e see the light of day n 2005, b
the driver who made it was identified as
i "Virgini housewife”. )

Cromiers wene nol pleased with foel
consumplon—I13.4-mpg city and 173
highway were the avermges—Iut they
dlicl like the engine’s pedomunce enough
10 give it the second place, Clymer called
the Dodge's performance “terilic” and
observed that “it eats up avernge hills as

e ||"|1:'u M-

i they were level ground and loals along
ar 95 mph,”

Ihe pedomance that Clymier soipgpn
clted came from what had become the
Super Red Ram, now an 270 cubic inchies
andd 183 horsepower. That was =il a hen
bt it was joined by o Red Ram of the
sine displacement with a single-rocker
design, a rearmanged-valve conligumtion
anel o reshaped combustion chimber thn
wis described as polyspheric,” Those
changes only reduced horsepower 1o 175,
bt they cul complexity and cos

A Time of Fins and Push-Buttons
Since sales chimbed from about 151,000
in 1954 toabom 275 000 i 1955—a good
vear for neary everyvone—Chirvsler siw
linde need o tamper. For 1950, the higoea
styling changes canwe at the rear, The
stamped specclines tat had tailed Back
Iram the tops of the wheelwells were
gone and those fins had begun (o grow
Not much changed at the fromt, where
the H|"|i| grille remuined split, Emblems
and chrome were moved and the grille’s
teeth were modified. but the Tact the &
still looked very much the same didn
man Chrvsler had deaded to coast
Insiche, a major difference was tat the
dutonatic mnsmission's shift lever was
replaced by a setof pushdwmons imounted
al the dashboard's left comer. The actual
shifting s accomplished by cible 1o the
transmission and Chrysler applied the
psh-buttons across the board for severil
yeurs. Whether theit was a gimmick or an

The Dodge's dashboard is loaded with chrome and ai the exireme left ks a piece of technology thal
Chrysler used longer than did any other American company. the push-botton shift.

attergy o ke drving more comvendent
can b argued with passion, ot whal
wits under the hood lelt no reason Tor
clebate, Va-Hs ranped from the basic 270
cubic inches and 189 hosepower throupl
three versions of the 315, At the bottom,
the Resd Bam peoduceed 218 IS W e
with the Superr Bodd Kam at 230 angd thee
D500 at 2000 The kanter was a mivin-carh

versio Of e Supe

obwious ch ingres includi=d neher oom
PrEssn andd a |'u'|’| ML Cam. And
cvien thee (resn,
131 h WHCH T
The st ol ullof this was a car Ut
strould De e more coveted today than it
is, but the good news there s that it's
very unlikely o meet s twin in traffi
Besiches bestnge o noticeable cir, it's also

of the

sled Mathead <ix was up o

I AN e case

fesiture vehicke and its omner, that's espe
clally true

An Amazing Original

"When | got married,” sald John
Pendlelwry, of Nicholson, Pennsylivini,
“Ihael 250 Deadge hardiop., | went on my
honeymoon with i, then we eveniually
pot rich of i1, My wike cied when she wis
85 years old and T said five sentimental
value, P've gor o find another one some
day. And Vevennually did.”

Mt happened i 2003 and with aboum
700 mlles showing, the Dodge exen-
pal e e ailimcest mvwthical car then every
restorer knows bs out there and never
really expects o find, The deails of s
strvivil us a near-perfect original sire
somew it hazy, but Pendlebury's son
Jarmy, i e andd his Enber had Deen Kok

It's hard to believe that the pride of the Dodge line 3 lew years earlier had been a llalhead six. By
Ihe mid-1950s. Chrysler was offering all sorts of engines thal could make its cars take ofl.
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