1965

ROAD TEST

FORD-DODGE WAGONS

( WNTEFR loyaley is one of the strongest
J cards in Detroit’s sales deck and few
nukes have gained such solid year-afrer-
Fhe fea-

repeat

year support as Ford and Dodge
tures that have gained this seeady
business have been nicely adapred by boch
to their station wagon lines

DODGE

Dodge buildy one of the most pleasant
and practical stavion wagons on the market
Ihough the basic design s in s third
vear, its combinatdan of dreiving case and
carrying space continues to be among the
best

The test car, 1 Custom
Sierra, handled o smoothly thar it was casy

SIX-Passcnges

to forger its bulk; it was more enjoyable
to drive than many stundard sedans

I'he 3os<hp engine, three-speed auto-
muatic transaission and 2g3-to-1 rear axle
ratio were all the same as the Custom
Royal hardtop sedan rested earhier this
vear, Performunce differences were slighe,
as the Sierra iy only 12¢ pounds heavier.
The o-to-60 time, for example, was 114
seconds, just half a second slower, Fucl
consumprion was increased from 4.2 mpg
t 13.7, bur this was partddy due o ditferont
driving conditions.

In handling, the Royal bhad a greater
edge, Though rhe wagon had a rorsion
type stabilizer in fronr, its higher ceneer
of graviry caused more of 2 tendency o
sway i hard turns, This was partly offset,
however, by beter weight distribution,
With most of the added bulk toward the
rear, only so per the frone

wheels, compared with $5 per cent for the

cente s oan

sedan,

28

Fwo frequent objections o a4 wagon

body have been overcome in the Sierra
brackees
and there is an enclosed logguge compart-
mient with a separare lock.

I'he rear window

Ihere are no raerling il gare

retracts o the il
gare with power operated swirches under
the dash and in the gate handle. When
open, the Jower part rests on the bumper,
chiminating any I here
are two rubber bumpers arrached to the

need for brackets,

Test Data

Teost Car: 1959 Ford Country Squite

Body Type: Nine punsngst slotion wagon

Baosic Price: 83076

Engine: ohv V.8

Corburetion: Single four-bartel

Displacement: 352 cubic inthes

Bore & Stroke: 400 x 3 30

Compression Rotio: 9,610 1

Homepower: 300 &) 4800 rpm

Horsepower pet tubic inch; 85

Torque; 380 |b.-f1. & 2800 rpm

Tost Weight: 4430 b without driver

Waeight Distribution: 51.25 per cont on
front wheels

Power-Weight Ratio: 14.77 Ibs. per
horiepower

Tronsmission: Cryuisomatic (theoe spaed
outomatic!

Rear Axle Ratio: 2 69101

Srenring: 5 rurms lock-to-lock

Dimensions: Overall length 208 inches,
width 76.6, height 56, wheelbose 118,
treod 59 front, 56 4 reor

Springs: Independent coils front, leof rear

Tirea: .00 x 14
Geos Mileage: 149 m
‘ d. . i 1ndi Sact “ aﬂd

&0 mph are actua!l 28, 41.5 and 54.5
mph, respectively

Accalerotion: 0-30 mph in 5 wcondy, D45
mah in 8.2 and 0-80 mph in 13.2 »ec
andy

GOOD LOOKS were highlight of the Ford
Country  Squire rest wagon, with white
finh and simulated wood side panelling

ouside panel which prevent marrmg of
the pamnt

Ihe enclised space for luggage s made
possible by the fender well for the spare
tire, inside the righe tail Ain. Thus, a large
compartment is available under the floor,
where the tre wsually goes, for valuables
that might tempe thieyes if lefe in sight

I'he rear scat can be collagmed casily and
quickly, leaving a fully
compartment.  This mighr not appeal o
naterials bue it

carpeted  cargo
those who pack messy
does offer protection against scurfing and
snagging for the objecrs most people actu-
ally carry in a2 wagon,

Ihe car had che wsoal small assembly
faules that have been plagumg some Chrys-
ler producrs bur the only repeated crin

Test Data

Test Car; 1959 Dodge Custom Sierra

Body Type: Six pownsenger station wogon

Basic Price; 53218

Engine: ohv V.8

Corburetion: Single four-barrel

Displacement; 361 cubic inches

Bore & Sreoke: 412 £ 338

Compression Raotio: 10 1-1s-1

Morsepower: 305 ir 4800 rpm

Meorsepower per cubic inch: 84

Torgue: 400 Ib.-ir, & 2800 rpm

Test Weight: 4300 ibs. without driver

Weight Distribetion: 50 per cent on front
wheely

Power-Weaight Ratio: 13.7 . per hore-
power

Transmission: Torgueflite (three speed
oufomatic!

Rear Axle Ratic: 2.93.10-)

Stoaring: 3.5 rurms lock ro-lock

Dimensions: Overull length 2)6.4 inches,
width B0, height 57,1, wheslbose 122,
trecd 40.9 front, 398 reor

Springs: Torsion bar front, leal rear

Tirns: 8.00 « 14

Gon Mileage: 13.7 mpg

Speadometer Errer: Indicoted 30, 45 ond
40 mph cre octual 29.5, 43 ond S8.5
mph, respectively

Acceleration: 0-30 mph in 4.3 seconds,
045 mph in 7.1 ond 080 mph in 11,1
seconds

MOTOR LIFE



