formance saga lor 56, I was the divi-
sion’s way of offering serious competitors
the specialized parts they needed under
the guse of being tory stock

Even before the st D-500s for the

street had been announced, work was
already under way on a D-500-1 " maxi-
mum duty” chassis. It included stronger
chassis parts such as control arms,
5, axles, and wheels borrowed

sPTing

from the luxury Imperial (CA, Augusi
1987). A rear end with an 8
gear and the buvers choice of six axle
ratios came with the $53 package, but for
another %21, an 8¥-inch rear (with
eight—and later 10—egear ratio alterna-

imch ring

tives) could be had

By the time the word went out on
January 12 v
able, another important element had
been added—an aluminum dual-carbu-
retor intake on which perched a pair of

at the D-500-1 was avail-

Carter four-barrels and a specdial air

cleaner. The 426 option, which included

5t Sysiem, was

i Imeer-oreathing  exh
the inspiration of racing impressario C arl
Kiekhacfer, ac |'¢|[dj[1:,_‘; (Th] I"l'l_l',ll.'

October 1997

Kickhaefer, the Wisconsin-based man-
ulacturer of Mercury Outboard boal
motors, had bursi upon the NASCAR

scene in 1955 with a team of well-pre-

E".l.:'l.-.! white Chrvsler 300s. (Tim Flock
won the season championship at the
wheel of a Kiekhaeter car) He returned
in ‘56 with 300Bs, but also added Dodges
for short-track events and the new con-
vertible division races, Kiekhaefer wanl

ed to improve his char

ces with the
Dodge, however, and saw dual carbs as
the solution. To have the setup pass
muster with NASCAR, Dodge ordered a
run of 100 “prototype” manifolds from
Kickhaefer, who managed to get the firsi
20 into Eames’s hands in Dayitona just in

LOn

i Lor '.“.'i"'l'l:".'i:'.'kl.l. ks (M

some accounts through the vears have
said the top Dodge engines in "56 gener
ated 285 to 295 bhp. However, a dyna
mometer test carvied out on one of the

carly examples peaked at 276 bhp at 5000
e

rpm, while torgue topped out al

pound-feet at 3600 rpm. (An April 56
memo from Carter to Eames makes men

tion of impending production of new

The closest Dodpge may have comie o giving
=502 the same exterior distinction seen on
other high-performance Chrysler Corpora-
vas the Golden Lancer. The gold

' e with the 315-cut
rssociated w
the Custom Roval ser but they o
even be found among entry-level Coronets
(fogr). The motil continued inside (abooe feft)
with a gold-over-white dash and black,
white, and gray upholstery. The stroked V-8

el had a 9.25:1 COMTIY

sy C

I L1

L T ¢ OrE

sl ratio

(Ovwnier; Bob Riges)

10.0:1 compression heads with larges
exhaost valves, Whal increnses in horse

power these parts may have contributed
might explain the 285-plus horsepower
ACCH

Serious stock-car racers wanted either
the Coronet two-door sedan (the lightest

car in the Dodge lineup) or Coronet con

vertible, but with the three-speed stick
shift. The racing transmission and rear-
components were made of higher
i ball burni

ity stoeel, s

l_::'\-l._'\,l | (%] |'l||.l‘.|||g_' stress n I:».-r (K] ‘."'l-:- OOy -
ponents, making them less prone to

—
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