Minois. The event was sponsored by the
Aulomobile Timing Association of Amer-
ica, The Midwest-based ATAA, which
merged with the National Hot Eod

Assnciation later in

w Fifties, created
the sport’s first super stock class in "56 to
match the hot new specials starfing o

com out of Detroit. On the final day of

the four-day event, Lvons, then of
Gravville, lllinois, tumed in 2 102389

blast down the quarter on his wav 1o the
super stock championship. (Texan Dave

dand

Ryan says he topped 100 mn fune "56

October 1997

consistently was in the 14.2- to 14.3-5ec-
ond range while running in NHRA
events, but theres no record of it in racing
publications of the time, and NHEA
records from 1956 don't exist)

Lyons went unbeaten in the "56 compe-
tition season, and kept going until March
1957, when he finally was tripped up by
a new four-speed fuel-injected Chevrolet
at Sturgis, Kentucky: Still, Lyvons was able
to turn in a 106-mph run at the Sturgis
meel. Another Hlinoisan, Armie “Farmer’
Beswick, was regularly over the century

Chrysler had its 3008, DeSoto Lts
Adventurer, and Plymiouth its Fury in 56
each one a specially trimmed Pwo-door
hardtop. Collectible Autorobile® editors let
their imaginations conjure up what a similar
[-300 with no other series connections
might have looked like; The result {abooy)
was |"ur:l.'-i|k:'- with J.:-.'hl.i annodized side
els to accent the white paint, Wine

=, D-500 fender tags, bright trim atop
s, and a gold hood vee complety
k. D-500s hike this hardtop (belma

d D-500-1 sedan (befow, right
are rare finds today (Owners: hard
¢ Donlev: sedan, Gary Richards)




